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Description
Made from the hair of
a cow’s tail, these
sweepers might be
used around a
Ugandan household to
clear the ever-present
dust, especially during
the dry season.
Ugandan homes tend
to be very tidy, so
these brooms are used
quite regularly to
ensure that the home
remains spic-andspan.

Football

These footballs
(soccer balls) are
common in most parts
of Africa; they are
usually made by
children / youth for
play. The ball is made
by continuously
rolling and tying the
dried bark of a
plantain plant. The
football in this box
was sold at a market in
Kampala..

Shaker

This shaker is made
from a hollowed-out
gourd filled with tiny
pebbles. Such
instruments are very
popular among
Ugandan children,
who will run around
outside making a
racket while the adults
tend to their chores.

Doll

This doll is made
entirely of banana
fibers! Banana fibers
are a popular crafting
material because of
their toughness and
prevalence in the
many banana fields in
Uganda. These dolls
are given to young
Acholi girls Northern
Uganda. This
particular doll was
purchased at a small
craft stand in Gulu, a
small city in Northern
Uganda.

Acholi
headdress

Worn by Acholi men
in Northern Uganda,
this headdress is made
of banana fibers and
feathers. The Acholi
are known for their
elaborate traditional
dances, and this
headdress is worn by
men during such
dances. Try it on and
do a little dance, and
notice how it bounces
around with your
movements!

Chewing
gum

This Juicy Fruit gum
might look familiar to
you! This American
brand of gum was
made in Kenya and
commonly sold on the
busy streets of
Kampala. Vendors
will weave through
traffic jams and sell
gum and other treats
to drivers through the
windows of their cars!

Coins

These coins are
shillings, the currency
used in Uganda since
the time it was a
British Protectorate
from 1894 to 1962.
Notice how inflated
the currency is – 500
Ugandan shillings is
the equivalent of about
thirteen cents!

Football
Jersey

Football (what
Americans know as
soccer) is wildly
popular in Uganda.
This jersey is for the
national team, the
Uganda Cranes.
You’ll see fans on the
streets of Kampala
wearing these jerseys
all the time, whether
it’s a game day or not!
This jersey was
purchased from a
market in Kampala,
just after the Uganda
Cranes qualified for
the Africa Cup of
Nations for the first
time in 38 years.

Jewelry

Paper beads are a
common component
of jewelry in many
parts of Africa. Strips
of paper are rolled
around a straw and
glued to form a bead.
This necklace and
bracelet are made of
paper beads dipped in
red, yellow, and black
paint – the national
colors of Uganda.

Batik

This beautifully
painted batik is made
from tree bark!
Typically dyed, this
particular batik was
instead painted by the
artist. It features
brightly colored
cranes, the national
bird of Uganda.

Newspaper

The Daily Monitor is
one of the most
widely-read
newspapers in
Uganda. It features
regional, national, and
world news, as well as
home life and sports
sections! This
particular copy was
sold at a stand on a
busy road in Kampala,
where people would
pick up a copy of the
daily news on their
way to work or school.

Giraffe –
stuffed
animal

This miniature stuffed
animal is made from
brightly dyed African
fabrics. These colorful
toys are common in
many parts of Africa.
This particular giraffe
was purchased from
an urban market in
Kampala.

Bottle Cap
Car

This unique toy is
made from recycled
Sprite caps! Soda is a
very common treat in
Uganda, and this
particular artist
decided to put the
leftover bottle caps to
good use.

Rolling
Lion

This wooden toy is a
tiny replica of a lion,
one of the “big 5”
safari animals in
Uganda. Keep in
mind, lions do not
roam the streets – they
are found only in
protected wildlife
areas across Uganda!

